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3 ” Professor Karuna Sagar Behera 
was born on December-5, 1939 in the 
village Nuahata under Banarapal, P.S. 
near Angul town. Of the six sons and one 
_ [daughter of late Siddheswar Behera he 

was the second one. His mother’s name 
was Kamala Devi. He married to Smt. 
Shantipriya of Dhenkanal town in 1965. 


He has one son and one daughter, both are established in 
their life. 


Prof. Behera had his schooling at Angul. He passed 
the Matriculation examination under Utkal University from 
Angul high school in the year 1954. Then he joined 
Ravenshaw college for higher education. He passed the 
l.A. examination in 1956 and B.A History (Hons) in 1958 
under Utkal University. In 1960 he passed the M.A 
examination in History from Ravenshaw College securing 
first position in first class. In M.A. he had Ancient Indian 
History as the special paper. At Ravenshaw College he 
had the privilege of becoming the student of eminent 
historians like Prof. M.N. Das, late K.C. Panigrahi, Late P. 
Mukherji, late N.K.Sahu, late R.P. Das, late Altaf Hussain, 
and others. He obtained his D. Litt. degree from Utkal 
University in 1973 for his thesis “A Study of Konark". This 
has been published in two volumes under the title “Konark 
: The Heritage of Mankind". In 1976 he got Diploma in 
Archaeology from the School of Archaeology, the 
Archaeological Survey of India. New Delhi securing the first 
position. 


ee 


Digitized by PPRACHIN, SOA 


COR ut O 


When he passed the M.A. examination, he was 
below 21 years of age. So he was not eligible to apply for 
a government job. Therefore he joined the Utkal University 
in History of Orissa Project as a Research Assistant in 
November 1960 and remained in that position till November 
1961. He assisted late Prof. Nabin Kumar Sahu in the 
compilation of history of Orissa from the earliest time to 
A.D. 1568. But the first volume of it, covering the period 
from the earliest time to A.D. 500, could see the light of 
the day, under the title ‘Utkal University History of Orissa’, 
Of course, one more volume (Vol.VI)}, compiled by late 
Prabhat Mukherji had been published. This assignment 
created in him an interest for the history and culture of 
Orissa. He became familiar with source material. 


Prof. Behera had a long teaching career i.e. about 
38 years. He joined Rajendra College, Bolangir as lecturer 
in history in December, 1961 and remained there til! 
August, 1962. Then he was selected for the post of lecturer 
in the Post-Graduate Department of History, Utkal 
University. He joined the post in August, 1962. That was 
the year when Utkal University was shifted from Cuttack 
to the present Campus at Vanivihar and Prof. P. K. Parija 
was the Vice-Chancellor. Prof. M.N. Das was the head of 
the history department. As young lecturers, he and Prof. 
K. M. Patra, his class-mate and colleague, shouldered 
major responsibility of the department under the guidance 
of Prof. Das. He served the department with utmost 
sincerity and devotion. In November 1973 he became the 
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Reader. He joined the post of Professor in the department 
on July 16, 1976 and held that post till his retirement from 
the university service on December 31, 1999. He was the 
head of the Department of History from 13.8.83 to 29.4.89 
and again from 30.4.90 to 31.5.90. After the creation of 
the P. G. Department of Ancient indian History, Culture and 
Archaeology he became its first head (1996 - 1998). He 
was the UGC Emeritus Professor in the Department of 
Ancient Indian History. Culture and Archaeology from 
18.9.2003 to 17.9.2005. He was a brilliant teacher and liked 
by his students. He was very thorough on the subjects he 
taught and showed no hesitation to teach papers with 
which he was not very familiar. At one time he was teaching 
American history. As a teacher he had left deep impression 
on the minds of his students. 


Prof. Behera served the Utkal University in various 
other capacities. He was the Warden of P.G. hostels, 
Chairman of the P.G. Council, Member of the Boards of 
Studies in History and AIHCA, Member of the Subject 
Research Committees in History and AIHCA, member of 
the Board of Conducting Examiners, member of the 
Senate, member of the Syndicate (1990-91 & 1992-95), 
Dean of Faculty of Arts (1991 & 1998), etc. He was the 
Acting Vice-Chancellor of Utkal University from June 01 to 
June 20, 1998 and was also put in charge of the office of 
Vice-Chancellor several times during the absence of Vice- 
Chancellors from the headquarters. In the above 
capacities he proved his administrative acumen. 
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He held several important positions outside Utkal 
University. Following is the list of the Positions held 
by him in different times. 


Member of the Centra! Advisory Board of Archaeology, 
Government of india. 


Member of the Governing Body of the National Council 
of Science Museums 


Associate member of the Art Acquisition committee, 
National Museum, New Delhi. 


Member of the Orissa Lalit Kala Akademi 


Academic Director, Orissan Institute of Maritime and 
South-East Asian Studies (sponsored by the 
Department of Culture, Govt. of Orissa) 


Chairman of the Editorial Board of the Publication of 
Orissa State Arts “Two Important Reports of 1805 to 
1807 on Jagannath Temple.” 


Member of the Advisory Committee of Orissa State 
Gazetteers and contributed chapters to the District 
Gazetteers of Sundergarh and Cuttack. 


Member of the Governing Body, Ravenshaw 
(Autonomous) College, Cuttack 


Member of the Regional Film Certification 
Committee, Ministry of Information and Broadcasting, 
Govt. of India. 
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Associate life member of INTACH, Orissa Chapter. 


Member of the Indian Historical Records 
Commission. 


Member of the Senate and Syndicate, Shri Jagannath 
Sanskrit University, Puri 


Member of the Indian National Commission for History 
of Science, 2000 A.D. 


Advisor, Orissa State Museum and State Archives. 


Member of the Editorial Board of the Orissa Historical 
Research Journal, Published by the Orissa State 
Museum. 


Member of the IX Plan UGC Visiting Team to three 
Universities of West Bengal and three Universities 
of Tamilnadu. 


Resource Person, Direct Telecast of Car Festival of 
Lord Jagannath, 1994 and 1995. 


Subject expert of UPSC and OPSC on several 
occasions 


Expert of the NCERT and Banking Service 
Commission. 


He was appointed as the Vice-Chancellor of Fakir 


Mohan University, Balasore (18.9.2000 to 17.9.2003). He 


(7 Jer 


Digitized by PPRACHIN, SOA 


was given additional change of Vice-Chancellor, North 
Orissa University for one month (18.1.2002-17.2.1002). 
Prof. Behera discharged the duty of Vice-Chancellor with 
sincerity and dignity. The following opinion of Sri M.M. 
Rajendran Hon'ble Chancellor of the university may be 
cited here. 


“| have been impressed by the sincerity and dignity 
which characterized your functioning as a Vice-Chancellor 
over the last three years in particular to your office to 
achieve transparency in conduct of examinations, 
discipline in financial transactions as well as meticulous 
implementation of the Acts and Statutes in the matter of 
affiliation to private educational institutions deserve 
commendation.” (Extract of a letter of the Hon'ble 
Chancellor, dated October 14, 2003 to Prof. K. S. Behera) 


He was the founder member of the Orissa History 
Congress and elected as its President twice (1988 and 
1994), He was also elected as the Sectional President 
(Section V) of the Indian History Congress of its session 
held at Patiala. He was also the member of the 
Epigraphical Society of India and Numismatic Society of 
India for sometime. 


Orissa is rich in archaeological treasure. There are 
innumerable ancient temples and other monuments all 
over the state which had received admiration of eminent 
scholars both Indian and foreign. But there was no 
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adequate scope for teaching and research in this field. 
His training the School of Archaeology, AS! as well as his 
love for art and archaeology of Orissa made him to take 
step in this direction. As a member of the Syndicate he 
piloted the resolution for the establishment of a new P.G. 
Department of Ancient Indian History, Culture and 
Archaeology in Utkal University. As per the Syndicate 
Resolution the new Department of Ancient Indian History, 
Culture and Archaeology was established in the university 
in July, 1996. He became the first head of this Department. 
It was due to his effort that the new Department was 
established. It is the only Department of its kind in Orissa. 


He was the front ranking archaeologist of Orissa 
after K.C. Panigrahi & K.N. Mohapatra. He had field training 
in the excavations at Bhagbanpur, Kurukshetra under Sri 
J.P. Joshi and at Mathura, U.P. under Sri M. C. Joshi. Both 
are renowned archaeologists. Sri M.N. Deshpande also 
taught him in the School of Archaeology. He conducted 
limited excavation at Lalitagiri in Cuttack district in the year 
1977. The beginning made by him at Lalitagiri was carried 
further by the ASI, Bhubaneswar Circle. This site has now 
become the centre of world wide attention. 


He was an outstanding researcher. Through his 
researches he had made significant contribution to 
Orissan history, culture, art and architecture. He followed 
the traditional method in research, but applied modern 
techniques whenever necessary. His work on the Sun 
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temple of Konark is a monumental one. Commenting on 
this work A.L. Basham, the great Orientalist writes, “This 
is in fact the most detailed, thorough and comprehensive 
study of Konark ever to have been made.” In the words of 
Prof. M. N. Das, “it is a penetrating study of the monument.” 
This is the most scholarly and systematic study of the 
Konark temple. 


In recognition of his scholarship he was awarded 
the prestigious Indira Gandhi Memorial Fellowship by 
the Indira Gandhi National Centre for Art to conduct 
research on the famous Lingaraj temple of Bhubaneswar. 
The work had been completed and awaiting scheduled to 
has been published in the form of book in 2008. (The 
Lingaraj Temple of Bhubaneswar : Art and Cultura! Legacy). 
After the completion of this work he took up another. 


His research Project “Shri Jagannath Temple of Puri “ A 
Multidimensional! study” could not be completed because 
of his death on 20.5.2008. 


Besides he had actively participated in many international, 
national, regional! and state seminars. Following 
International Seminars / Conferences were attended by 
him. 


1. {International Seminar on “intergral Study of Silk 
Roads : Roads of Dialogue” held at Chennai in 1990 
under the auspices of UNESCO and Govt. of India. 
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2. International conference of South Asian 
Archaeologists in Europe held in Berlin in 1991. 


3. International Seminar on “Relation between India 
Indonesia”, Denpasar, 1993. 


4. International Seminar on Huan Tsang in China, 1994. 


5. International Seminar on “Techno-Archaeological 
Perspectives of Seafaring in Indian Ocean” held at 
New Delhi in 1994 under Indo-French Exchange 
Programme. 


6. World Archaeological Congress held at New Delhi in 
1994. 


7. Bi-National Seminar Sponsored by B.P. Koirala Nepal 
- India Foundation. 


8. IXth International Seminar on Indo - Portuguese 
History “ Science, Technology and Culture (15th - 
18th cen)” organised by Indian National Science 
Academy, New Delhi, 1998) 


9. International Seminar on Marihe Archaeology in 
Eastern India organised by the Indian Navy and the 
Archaeological Survey of india, 1005 and others. 


Under his guidance more than twenty scholars had been 
awarded Ph. D./D. Litt degrees of the university. He had 
published a host of research papers on Orissa’s history, 
culture, art and archaeology in various reputed journals 
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and edited volumes. A list of his prominent papers is given 
below : 


List of Published Articles of Prof. K. S. Behera 


1. 


1972, ‘Religious life as represented in a sculpture of 
Konark’ in D.C. Sircar(Ed.) Religious life in Ancient 
India, Calcutta. 


1974, ‘Palm-leaf manuscript on the Architecture of 
Konark’ in Summeris of Papers (All India Oriental! 
Conference), pp. 328-29. 


1971, ‘'Navagraha Architrares of Konark Temple’ in 
Bharati, Vol. v.pp. 25-35. 


1971, ‘Two inscriptions from Konark’ in Bharati, Vol. 
V, pp. 39-46. 


1976, ‘Palm-leaf manuscript on the Architecture of 
Konark Temple; in Annals of Bhandarkar Oriental 
Research institute, Vol. LVII, pp. 175-80. 


1985, ‘Two Seventeenth Century Accounts of Konark 
Temple’ in Prof. A.C. Swain Felicitation volume, 
Bhubaneswar pp. 160-164. 


1986, ‘Palm-leaf Manuscript of Konark temple, the 
Bayacakada’ in” The Quarterly Review of Historical 
studies, vol, xxvi, No.3, pp. 28-36. 


1995, ‘The Sun temple of Konark; from Glory to its 
faill" in” Orissa Review, Nov. pp. 12-16. 
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9. ' 1996, ‘The Konark Temple: its Interior-Antechamber’ 
in Orissa Review, Nov.pp. 11-14. 


10. 1983, “Traditions in Sculpture’ in Art Traditions of Orissa 
(Orissa Sahitya Akademi), Bhubaneswar, pp. 28-54. 


11. ‘Art Remains of Buddhist Orissa’ In” Rangarekha 
Bhubaneswar, pp. 79-84. 


12. 1994, ‘Maritime Contacts of Orissa: literary and 
Archological evidence’ in UHRJ, vol, v, pp.-55-70 


13. 1997, 'Glimpses of History and Culture of Orissa’ in 
Celebrating History, Culture and Archaeology, 
Bhubaneswar, pp. 4-8. 


14. 1981, ‘Some aspects of Military life of Orissa during 
the rule of Gangas in OHRJ, vol. xxvii No. 1 to 4, 
pp.-1-12. 


15. 1989, ‘Devastating cyclone in Balasore district in 
1974’ in OHRJ, vol. xxxiv, No. 3 to 4, pp. 139-138. 


16. 1976, ‘Brahmanical Temples of Orissa’, in: Orissa 
Review (Monument special), pp. 55-63. 


17. 1973, ‘Symbolism of the Jagannath Triad’ in Orissa 
Review June, pp. 1-33. 


18. 1992, ‘Purusottama-jagannath’ in Orissa Review, 
July, pp. 1-3 
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19. 


20. 


21. 


22. 


23. 


24. 


25. 


26. 


27. 


28. 


1993, ‘The images of Padmavati at Kenduli’ in Orissa 
Review, May, p. 36 


1993, ‘The Yatra of jagannath from Kujang’ in Orissa 
Review, June, pp. 19-21. 


1995, ‘The worship of Sri Jagannath in Nepal, in 
Orissa Review, June, pp. 17-20. 


1995, ‘Xuanzang and Cultural Relations between 
China and Orissa in Orissa Review, August, 
pp. 9-14. 


1997, ‘The Car festival in Historical perperctive’ in 
Orissa Review, July, pp. 11-16. 


1997, ‘Highlights of the Freedom Struggle in Orissa’ 
in orissa Review, August, pp.6. 


1999, “Architectural Features of the Deula of Sri 
Jagannath’ in Orissa Review, July, pp. 


2004, “Gloom and Bloom: The case of Jagannath 
Temples in Midnapur district” in Orissa Review, June, 
pp. 61-64. 


1977, “Maritime trade in Ancient Orissa” in Sidelights 
on History and Culture of Orissa, Cuttack, pp. 115- 
121. 


1972, Builder of Jagannath Temple: Myth and Reality 


` in Orissa Review vol.xxviii/12,pp. 11-14. 
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29. 


30. 


31. 


32. 


33. 


34. 


35. 


36. 


37. 


1973, “Antiquity of the deity Purushottama Jagannath 
at Puri” in Orissa Review vol. viii, pp. 19-19. 


1983, “The Great Temple of Lord Jagannath” in 
Souvenir (Orissa History Congress), Puri, May, pp. 
15-18. 


1987, “Remotoness of Purusottam Jagannath at 
Puri” in Orissa Past and Present. vol. | No.1, 
Bhubaneswar, pp. 14-31 


1987, "A Note of Narasimha Temple at Puri” in Orissa 
Past and Present, vol.!, No-2, Bhubaneswar, pp. 113- 
118. 


1981 “ ଶ୍ରୀଜଗନ୍ନାଥଙ୍କ ପୂଜାର ପ୍ରାଚୀନତ୍ବ””, ଆମ ଜଗନ୍ନାଥ ଆମ 
ସଂସ୍କୃତି, କଟକ, ପୁଓ ୧୬୦-୧୬୨. 


1990 “ଶ୍ରୀ ଜଗନ୍ନାଥଙ୍କ ଓ ଭାରତୀୟ ସଂସ୍କୃତି”, ଉକ୍‌ଳ ପ୍ରସଙ୍ଗ, 
ସଂଖ୍ଯା ୪୬/୧୧, ଭୁବନେଶ୍ବର, ପୃ ୧-୩. 


1997, “Antiquity of Purusottom Puri” in Shri 
Jagannath Chetana, Puri, p.16 


1997, “The Car Festival in Historical Perspective” in 
Orissa Review. July. pp.11-16. 


2006, “Glimpses of the Past: Sidelights on the 
Cultural Heritage of Orissa” in Souvenir (The Institute 
of Historical studies), vol. xxxxiii, Ed. A.K. Pattnaik 
et. al. pp.17-25. 
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38. 


39. 


40. 


41. 


42. 


43. 


44. 


45. 


46. 


2006, “Glimpses of the Buddhist Art of Orissa” in 
Souvenir, 2550th Buddha Jayanti Celebrations, 
December 10-11th, Maha Bodhi Society of India. 


1968, “A Note of Jainism in Orissa” in Chhotelal Jain 
Samiti Grantha, Calcutta pp, 165-173. 


1967, “The Evolution of Sakti Cult at Jajpur, 
Bhubaneswar and Puri” in D.C. Sircar (Ed.) The Sakti 
Cult and Tara, University of Calcutta, pp. 74-86. 


1970, “Laksmi in Orissan Literature and Art” in D.c. 
Sircar (Ed.), Laksmi and Saraswati in Art and 
Literature, University of Calcutta, pp. 91-105. 


1967, “Three Images of Mahisamardini from Orissa” 
in Proceedings of indian History Congress, vol. XXxvii, 
pp. 34-37. 


1972, “Mackenzie's Drawing on the Matrikas of 
Jajpur” in Bharati, vol. vi. No. 11, pp. 2-34. 


1995, “Madhukesvara Temple of Bhanragada andits Oriya 
Inscription” in Orissa Review, December, pp. 3-6. 


1994, “Reminiscences of the Kalinga Bali Yatra 
Festival, 1993” in Orissa Review, November, pp. 103. 


1995, “Chinese Ceramics from Coastal Orissa 


| Indicator of Trade and Contact with China” in Orissa 


Review, January, pp. 4-6. 
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47. 


48. 


49. 


50. 


51. 


52. 


53. 


54. 


55. 


1994, “In he Birth place of Xuan Zang (Hieun Tsang) 
in Orissa Review, May, pp. 20-22. 


1982, “Towards a New Province of Orissa” in Orissa 
Review, March and April, pp. 31-34. 


19, “Buddhist Remains in Orissa, A General Survey” 
in UHRJ, vol, pp. 1-9. 


1997, “Cultural Contants between Orissa and 
Indonesia” in The Utkala Pradipa, vol.i, 1, January, 
pp. 17-20. 


19, “On a Kushana gold coin from Orissa” in INSI, 
vol. xxxii, pp. 76-82. 


2000, Coauthored with Dr. K.K. Basa, “Maritime 
Archaeology of Orissa” in Archaeology of Orissa, 
Vol. {, pp. 566-600. 


1988, “An introduction to the Archaeological Remains 
of Balasore District,” in Subas Pani (Ed.), Glimpses 
of History and Culture of Balasore, Orissa State 
Museum, Bhubaneswar, pp.93-95. 


1982, “Art and Architectureof Orissa” in Souvenir, 
Orissa Sahitya Akademi (Silver Jubilee issue) 
Bhubaneswar, pp. 27-33) 
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, ଉକ୍ଳ ପ୍ରସଙ୍ଗ (ରଥଯାତ୍ରା ବିଶେଷାଙ୍କ) 
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56. 


“ଭୁ 22 
1992, “An outline of the Art and Architecture of 
Orissa” in UHRJ, vol. iii, pp. 130-134. 


Following is the list of his publications. 


1: 


10. 


Temples of Orissa, Orissa Sahitya Akademi, 
Bhubaneswar, 1993 


Konark: The Heritage of Mankind, 2 vols, New Delhi, 
1996. 


Sculpture Masterpieces from Orissa Style and 
Iconography with T.E. Donaldson, New Delhi, 1998. 


Maritime Heritage of India (ed.) New Delhi, 1999. 


Konark, The Black Pagoda, Publication Division, 
Govt. of India, New Delhi, 2005. 


Orissa Bibliography, with Hermann Kulke, M.N. Das 
& G.N. Das, Cuttack, 1981 


Folk Art and Craft (ed.) Cuttack, 1978. 


Cuttack : One Thousand years, (ed.) with J. Pattanaik 
& H.C. Das, Cuttack, 1991. 


Glimpses of Freedom Struggle in Orissa, Published 
by the Govt. of Orissa, 19865. 


Charles Gromes Report on the Temple of Jagannath, 
(ed.) with H.S. Pattanaik. 
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17. 


18. 


G. Webb's Report on the Jagannath Temple, (ed.) 
with others, Govt. of Orissa, 2003. 


Ancient History of India with B.P. Saha, Delhi, 1988. 


The Bhakti Baibhava in Sanskrit, (ed.) with U.N. Dhal, 
Orissa Sahitya Akademi, Bhubaneswar, 1998. 


Prachi Mahatmya, (ed.) with U.N. Dhal, 
Bhubaneswar, 1991 


Sagara O Sahitya (Oriya), (ed.) Cuttack, 1983 


Uttara Odisa Upanta Anchalara Sanskruti (Oriya), 
(ed.), Balasore, 2003. 


Prachina Greece lItihasa (Oriya) with N.K. Kabi, 
Orissa Bureau of Text Book Preparation & 
Production, Bhubaneswar, 1975 


The Lingaraj Temple of Bhubaneswar : Art and 
Cultural Legacy, New Delhi, 2008. 


Professor Behera edited several research journals., He 
was the member of the Editorial Board of the ‘Orissa 
Historical Research Journal’, published by the Orissa State 
Museum. He was the editor of the ‘Utkal Historical 
Research Journal’ published by the P.G. Deptt. of History, 
Utka!l University. ‘Utkal Pradipa’, the research journal of 
the P.G. Deptt. of AIHCA was started by him. 


Prof. Behera was a widely travelled man. He visited several 
foreign countries for attending seminars and conferences. 
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He visited University of Helesinki, Finland under Indo-Finish 
Cultural Exchange Programme. He also visited the 
countries like U.K., Germany, Indonesia, Thailand, China, 
Hongkong, and Nepal. In October, 1997 he was a member 
of the official delegation to Indonesia led by the Hon'ble 
Chief Minister of Orissa. 


In recognition of his outstanding achievements in 
academic field Prof. Behera was conferred with many 
awards and honours by various organisations and 
institutions. He was felicitated by Kedarnath Gavesana 
Parishad, Bhubaneswar, Mahatab Jayanti Committee, 
Young Journalists of Bhubaneswar on the occasion of the 
96th birthday of Dr. H.K. Mahatab, P.G. Deptt. of AIHCA, 
Utkal University, P.G. Deptt. of History, Utkal University, and 
Utkal Pathak Sansad. He received the Satya Narayan 
Rajguru Saman and Angul gaurab samman. 
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